











by J.R. Longcore

Sighting: Merlin takes Mourning s AL T IR R A
Dove at bird feeder O N N\ Y \

On the morning of May 7th, 2017 my wife Joyce
called out while glancing out the bathroom
window. “A hawk just caught a Mourning Dove!"

Grabbing my camera | hurried to the bathroom in
time to snap a pose (Fig. 1) of the hawk as it stood Al
on the MourningDove(=HQDLGD PDFU Hg
tossed plucked feathers into the air. Because | )
was unsure of the identity of the hawk | sought a
better vantage point for pictures (Fig. 2) by sneaking
to the back porch, which brought me closer to the
feeding hawk.

. . . Photos by J.R. Longcore
With comparative images from the internet | Fig. 1: Male Merlin sitting on Mourning Dove that it killed.

was able to verify the hawk asa Merlin() D O F R
FROXPEDUL XV)also known as the Pigeon Hawk;
which has an uncanny ability to capture avian prey
species in mid-air. Mean weight of its prey species
is usually fewer than 100 grams compared with the
average weight (i.e., 169 grams) of a male Merlin.

Killing a Mourning Dove that averages 123-130
grams is on the high end of prey taken in an urban
area, because a more common prey species-the
House Sparrow (SDVVHU GRPHVWLF X V)-averages
only 28 grams. While | was trying to return to

the bathroom window for another look from that
vantage point the hawk carried off the prey so | was
unable to observe how well it handled the large
Mourning Dove.

For a detailed description of the ecology of this
interesting raptor visit Birds of North America:
https://birdsna-org.prxy4.ursus.maine.edu/Species-  Fig. 2. Male Merlin feeding on carcass of Mourning Dove.
Account.bna/species/merlin. The activities and

behavior of raptors have a special fascination for

most of us probably because of the predator/ prey

relationship into which they have evolved.




OLT installs new
beaver deceiver
by Dave Thompson

Last fall the Orono Land Trust (OLT) installed
a culvert and beaver deceiver at the Heron
Pond in such a way that we diverted most of
the Heron Pond outflow to the south along
the Old Veazie Railroad Bed.

After flowing along the railroad bed a couple | &
of hundred feet, the water entered a large |
(4+ acres) abandoned beaver flowage.
During the course of the winter and spring,
the water completely filled the old beaver
pond and started to flow over the railroad
bed in several places.

The sound of running water over the railroad
bed attracted some beavers who started ke ek
to try to dam the out flowing water. If this  Checking for beavers at Heron Pond.
situation had been left alone the entire part

of the railroad bed located beside the new pond would have been impassable.

The stone culvert installed when the railroad was built in the 1880's was almost completely plugged.
The OLT installed a new 18" culvert over the existing plugged culvert along with a beaver deceiver. We
also installed several pipes with holes in them at the desired water level. As the beavers plug up the
deceiver the water flows through the pipes, which maintains the desired water level and eventually the
deceiver prevents the beavers from plugging the culvert.

So far it is working well. The beavers have dammed around the deceiver, but the water is flowing through
the pipes and the pond water level has remained where we want it.

The result is the addition of a 4-5 acre pond with surrounding habitat, which is used by many plants and
animals and the trail is usable by hikers, bikers, bird watchers, etc.

A thank you! to Black Bear Brewery in Orono

ur thanks go out to Black Bear Brewery on Mill St., which donated the proceeds of their

Conservation IPA during a March fundraiser held for OLT. This was the second release of the brew for
the Black Bear. Stop by the brewery and thank owner Tim Gallon and staff for their support, and raise a
glass to community and conservation!



OLT holds invasive
species training

On June 17, Kate Locke conducted a non-
native invasive plant identification session
for OLT board members and land stewards

at Brownies Park along the Penobscot River
Trail in Orono. Just about every invasive plant
species found in our area can be found along
the trail, which makes it a very convenient
place to learn how to identify these species
throughout the growing season.

Last year, an ad hoc committee was assembled
to discuss and determine OLT's overall strategy Photo by Gail White
for dealing with non-native invasive plant species now and in the future. That committee identified nine
species as priorities to identify and control across all OLT lands. Those species are Japanese barberry,

glossy buckthorn, common buckthorn, Asiatic bittersweet, purple loosestrife, multiflora rose, Japanese
knotweed, garlic mustard, and shrubby honeysuckles. There are actually three different species of shrubby
honeysuckle in our area, distinguished primarily by flower color, but otherwise very similar.

While we are aware of certain "hotspots” for invasive plants on OLT properties (Piney Knoll and Colburn
come to mind), we are very interested in finding the small patches of invasive plants that are hiding around
the landscape. These small patches, while often overlooked, are the easiest to control and quite often hand-
pulling and yearly monitoring are all it takes to keep these smaller patches from becoming big problems.

For more information on the non-native invasive plants in our area go to: extension.umaine.edu/
gardening/ and click on "Plants for the Maine Landscape” or look for future trainings with OLT.

OROND  LANLTRUST. " 2017 Business Sponsorships

AN INVESTMENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
In the 2015 membership year, the Orono Land Trust initiated a business sponsor membership to help support land
conservation efforts serving the Orono community. Our business sponsors set a new standard in community partnerships.
We appreciate their support and hope they inspire similar collaboration.

Eagle Supporter: ($1000+) Chickadee Supporter: ($100+)
Hawkes & Mehnert, LLP PO Box 458, Dirigo Pines Retirement Community,
Orono, ME 04473 9 Alumni Drive, Orono, ME 04473
Black Bear Brewery, 19 Mill St., Orono/0Old Town Kiwanis
Orono, ME 04473
The Advertising Specialists of Maine,
Cardinal Supporter: ($250+) 80 Banair Rd., Bangor, ME 04401
Casco Bay Energy, 125 Shore Rd.,
Veazie, ME 04401 Bangor Savings Bank
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Orono Land Trust
PO Box 4,

Orono, Maine 04473

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

Please check for membership expiration date on your address label above.

Name:

Orono Land Trust Membership Application

Address:

$10 Student Membership
$25 Individual Membership
$50 Family Membership

$1000 Life Membership

'd like to make an additional donation to help protect green space in Orono. $
Please send my newsletter by: email only US Postal Mail

Preferred phone:

Business Memberships
$100+ Chickadee Membership

Preferred email:

Donation only

$250+ Cardinal Membership for
$100- $999 Supporting Membership $500+ Loon Membership

$1000+ Eagle Membership

Get involved! VOLUNTEER!
Go to oronolandtrust.org to learn
more and to volunteer for OLT
projects, activities and
committees by completing the
online Volunteer Questionnaire
listed on our volunteer webpage.




