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OLT: A conservation and recreation legacy
This is the first in a series of 

articles introducing the Orono 
Land Trust and its lands to the 
folks in the Greater Bangor 
area. Our goal is to familiarize 
our readers with these lands, 
describe the 
many oppor-
tunities they 
offer, and 
provide di-
rections on 
how to reach 
them. OLT 
formed 30 
years ago to 
protect a key 
parcel of 
land in Orono. It has grown 
from a few concerned families 
to more than 150 members and 
10 supporting businesses. In 
2015, OLT became nationally 
accredited, meaning that the 
organization achieves the 
highest standards in business 
and financial management as 
well as land stewardship. OLT 
is administered by 20 dedicat-
ed board members and is one 
of the few all-volunteer land 
trusts in the state.

OLT conserves land for the 
primary purposes of conserv-
ing habitats for their diverse 
vegetation, their wildlife, and 

for recreational opportunities 
for the public.  Habitats range 
from upland forests to diverse 
wetland areas.  Some areas, 
such as pine–oak woodlands 
or sensitive wetland habitats 
are seasonally buffered to pro-
tect nesting birds. OLT has 
procured grants to purchase 
large blocks of forested and 

wetland habitats; these lands 
were transferred to the Maine 
Department of Inland Fisher-
ies and Wildlife for the Cari-
bou Bog Wildlife Management 
Area or to the University of 
Maine Forest System for their 
management. These large 
blocks provide habitat for 
Maine’s larger mammals, 

such as black bears, as well as 
interior nesting birds like the 
wood thrush.

In total, OLT administers 29 
different parcels of land. Elev-
en of these are owned outright, 
nine properties have conserva-
tion easements, and 9 have trail 
easements. A cadre of OLT 
stewards monitor almost 1,300 

acres of land. In addition, OLT 
has raised the funds to acquire 
an additional 3,200 acres of pri-
marily forestland that has been 
transferred to other conserva-
tion owners. To consider any 
land to purchase or to establish 
a conservation easement with 
a landowner, OLT goes through 
a rigorous evaluation of a land, 
including identifying conser-
vation values, recreation po-
tential, and location. After a 
decision is made to acquire the 
land, a management plan is de-
veloped. This plan may include 
trail development, timber har-
vesting, or retaining the land 
as open space. One or more 
stewards oversee each parcel 
and prepare annual reports 
outlining any work that needs 
to be done the following year. 
Of special importance is the 
marking and clearing of bound-
ary lines.

All OLT lands are open to 
the public (except during tem-
porary closures to reduce dis-
turbance to wildlife breeding 
seasons) for recreation, in-
cluding: hiking, birding, cross-
country skiing, biking, and 
horseback riding. Some areas 
are also open to hunting, but 
hunters should check the OLT 

web site for details. Motorized 
vehicular use is discouraged 
on most lands. OLT works 
closely with the Penobscot 
Valley Ski Club and the New 
England Mountain Biking As-
sociation to maintain and 
groom ski and bike trails. In 
total, more than 20 miles of 
trails are included on OLT 
lands and there are many con-
nections to trails on adjoining 
properties, some of which are 
on private property and users 
are asked to respect those own-
ers. Kiosks are present at the 
larger, heavily used sites.

Future articles will highlight 
individual OLT lands outlining 
their attributes and providing 
directions to their location. 

The Orono Land Trust exists 
to protect, manage, and preserve 
portions of the natural environ-
ment in Orono and surround-
ing communities, for the benefit 
and enjoyment of present and 
future generations. We work to 
balance conservation and devel-
opment, extend and maintain 
trail systems connecting natural 
areas, encourage appreciation 
of natural habitats and ensure 
perpetual access to public lands 
and waters. Reach us at orono-
landtrust.org.

GAIL WHITE

A winter 2015 Orono Land Trust outing.

Undergrads set 
lesson afloat on  
a boat to Europe

ORONO — Students in 
the University of Maine Ma-
rine Sciences Club are part-
nering with area schoolchil-
dren to enter the 2016 Atlan-
tic Miniboat Regatta with a 
nearly 5-foot unmanned 
sailboat equipped with GPS 
to track its voyage to Eu-
rope by way of the ocean 
currents.

The regatta is organized 
by Educational Passages, a 
Belfast, Maine-based pro-
gram that teaches school-
age children about ocean 
sciences.

Since 2008, the program 
has worked with university 
partners and others to help 
elementary, middle and 
high schools sponsor and 
launch more than 50 small 
boats in Maine and across 
the globe.

Schools, colleges and or-
ganizations from as many as 
eight countries are sched-
uled to take part in this fall’s 
regatta. The goal of the 
event is to have as many of 
the little boats as possible 
circle the entire North At-
lantic Ocean.

Onboard GPS tracking 
will allow Marine Sciences 
Club members and other re-
gatta participants to figure 
out when their vessels are 

close to making landfall.
The mini sailboats are ex-

pected to make multiple 
stops on their voyages 
around the North Atlantic. 
All of them will carry in-
structions, asking those who 
find the boats to take them 
to nearby schools.

Regatta participants will 
then work with their new 
school partners to relaunch 
the boats.

“We want to raise aware-
ness about ocean currents 
and try to educate people, 
especially young children, 
about the ocean,” says soph-
omore Emily Tarr, a UMaine 
marine sciences major and 
club member.

For all its sophistication, 
the UMaine miniboat looks 
simple on the outside, a 
slightly larger version of the 
kind a toddler might play 
with in the bathtub. The near-
ly 5-foot hull is white with a 
red stripe around the base. A 
diamond-shaped, white sail 
with a red border stands up-
right at the end of the bow.

The Marine Sciences Club 
is partnering with the Maine 
Coastal Program on the 
project. Both are working 
with Educational Passages 
to get local elementary, mid-
dle and high schools to par-

ticipate. Students will be 
able to follow the UMaine 
minivessel’s progress via 
the Educational Passages 
website: http://educational-
passages.com/boat-track-
ing#.WAfG39xicUV.

Members of the Marine 
Sciences Club will test the 
seaworthiness of the small 
sailboat in the Alfond W2 
Ocean Engineering lab in 
the UMaine Advanced 
Structures and Composites 
Center. It will then be trans-
ported to Portland. There, a 
member of the Portland 
Fish Exchange’s fishing 
fleet will take the minives-
sel out beyond the Gulf of 
Maine and launch it into the 
open ocean.

The miniboat is expected 
to follow the currents in the 
North Atlantic Gyre and, if 

all goes well, reach Europe 
in a few months.

Along the way, its GPS 
will send pings back to club 
members twice a day. It will 
also collect wave, wind and 
other data that students will 
be able to study. It’s the 
same kind of data that Argo 
floats provide in real time, 
on the internet, as they bob 
along at different depths in 
oceans across the globe.

“But this is data that you 
personally are gathering 
yourself and you have a more 
personal connection to it,” 
says UMaine junior Emily 
Craig, another club member 
and marine sciences major. 
“You’re doing the science 
and seeing the results, which 
I think is really cool.”

It’s the first time the Uni-

versity of Maine has partnered 
with Educational Passages on 
the launch of a miniboat.

“One of the biggest things 
facing us right now is climate 
change and one of the biggest 
players in climate change is 
the ocean,” says William 
Ellis, UMaine associate pro-
fessor of oceanography and 
associate director of the 
School of Marine Sciences.

“We’re educating young 
people that it’s not just one 
country’s problem, it’s not 
just one region’s problem. 
We really need to be work-
ing, as a planet. People from 
other cultures need to agree 
on things. The oceans know 
no bounds. We have to ap-
proach this globally. And 
it’s exciting to see this level 
of connection.”

COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF MAINE MARINE SCIENCES CLUB

University of Maine Marine Sciences Club members (from left) Emily Tarr of Brewer, 
Maine, Emily Craig of Stonington, Connecticut, and Maya Caines of New York City 
with the club’s sailboat that will entered in the 2016 Atlantic Miniboat Regatta.

3K Purple 
Heart Run 
fundraiser

The Bangor American Le-
gion is organizing their annual 
3K road race to help raise funds 
to support our local veterans 
and their families. With the 
holiday season approaching, 
the needs of our veterans is 
more important than ever. 
Community support is crucial 
to achieve our mission.

The “For Our Vets Purple 
Heart Run” will be held Friday, 
Nov. 11 prior to the start of the 
annual Bangor/Brewer Veter-
an’s Day Parade. The Purple 
Heart Run starts at 10 a.m. in 
Brewer and ends in Downtown 
Bangor. There is a recommend-
ed donation of $20 per runner.

Participants of all levels, 
including walkers, are en-
couraged to take part in this 
downhill course. Teams from 
schools, businesses and orga-
nizations are also welcome to 
show their support for our 
veterans. Free t-shirts will be 
given to the first 100 regis-
tered runners.

To pre-register, please 
contact Doug Damon, Legion 
Commander, by emailing 
cdicemom@aol.com or call 
or text207-949-4735. Registra-
tion forms are also available 
at Realty of Maine, 458 Main 
Street, Bangor. Donations 
are also being accepted for 
the road race and through-
out the year.
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SPORTS & RECREATION

The Jeremiah Colburn 
Natural Area is the first 
property acquired by the 
Orono Land Trust. In fact, 
this property is what formed 
the OLT.

In 1986 this 44-acre piece 
of land went 
up for sale 
by out-of-
s t a t e - o w n -
ers. The 
land had an 
e x t e n s i v e 
trail system, 
which had 
been in use 
by locals for 
d e c a d e s . 
The Town of Orono did not 
have funds to purchase the 
property, so a group of local 
citizens began to raise funds 
via pie sales, soup sales, 

yard sales, donations, and 
they even took out a mort-
gage. The group formed the 
Orono Land Trust in 1986 
and applied for a grant to 
pay for the land. After the 
grant was approved, the 
Town accepted the grant 
money and purchased the 
land from the Orono Land 
Trust on July 28, 1988.

In 1994 Virginia and Ron-
ald Mallet deeded the Cota 
property (2.0 acres) to Orono 
Land Trust in memory of 
Virginia’s parents, Lee and 
Sarah Cota. The south end of 
the Cota land is a certified 
wetland, with many ferns. 
The property builds up to 
slightly higher and drier 
land as it reaches the JCNA 
to the north.  In 2015, OLT 
volunteers constructed a 

gravel trail creating a 
smooth, hard, dry surface 
on the Cota land that pro-
vides access into the JCNA.  
Most trails on JCNA are dry 
and packed, but some places 
have roots to step over.  The 
area consists of lower lands 
with Pine, Spruce, Hemlock 
and Larch.  The upper land 
(heading up Teaberry Hill) 
has oak, beech, maple and 
evergreen trees.  Many wild-
flowers can be found, includ-
ing Lady Slipper, Jack-in-
the-Pulpit, Mayflower, 
Hawkweed, Bunch Berry, 
Blue Bead, Trillium and Sar-
saparilla, to name a few. 
Birds are plentiful, includ-
ing the Pileated Woodpecker 
and Barred Owl and Red 
Squirrels will scold you. 
JCNA contains a field called 

“Sally’s Field” (named for 
Orono Land Trust founder, 
conservation and recreation 
stalwart Sally Jacobs), 
where fox and deer have 
been observed. This proper-
ty is great for walking, bicy-
cling, jogging, horseback 
riding, skiing, and snow-
shoeing. The land can be ac-
cessed at the end of Forest 
Hills Terrace (parking avail-
able), at a trail from Winter-
haven Drive, and from For-
est Avenue through the Cota 
Land (parking at side of the 
road).

Trail maps can be down-
loaded at: www.oronolan-
dtrust.org  OLT is an all vol-
unteer organization.  Mem-
bership dues help OLT main-
tain trails.  Please become a 
member online.

Part Two in an 
Occasional Series
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A view of Sally’s Field at The Jeremiah Colburn Natural 
Area.

Local filmmaker to 
show Nibezun video

The Wabanaki Cultural 
Preservation Coalition ap-
proached Kate Kirby to pro-
duce a series of short films 
for The Nibezun Project. Nib-
ezun translates to Medicine 
from the Penobscot lan-
guage. The Nibezun Site, lo-
cated in Passadumkeag, 
Maine, was an ancient camp 
used by Wabanaki people 
and their ancestors, the Red 
Paint People, for gathering 
red ochre. Preservation of 
the Nibezun Site is critical to 
Wabanaki culture and its on-
going revitalization. Kirby 
will show the first two shorts 
of the video series from 1-2 
p.m., Nov. 30 at the Orono 
Public Library, 39 Pine St. 
She will talk about the pro-
duction process, followed by 
a Q&A. If you plan on attend-
ing please RSVP at 866-5060 
or email Alexis at alexisd@
orono.lib.me.us.

Girl Scouts hold  
sign-ups in Holden

Girl Scouts helps girls de-
velop their full potential. 

When a girl becomes a Girl 
Scout, she grows into a 
young woman who is self-
confident, strong and com-
passionate. She learns how 
to build and maintain 
healthy relationships. She 
becomes more aware of the 
world around her and uses 
her skills and talents to 
make her world a better 
place. Learn more at one of 
our New Member Sign-Up 
events! 5-6 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 17 at Holden Elementa-
ry School, 590 Main Road, 
Holden. 888-922-4763, or 
http://www.girlscoutsof-
maine.org/en/events/event-
list.html.

Glenburn snowmobile 
club to hold supper

Glenburn Lakeside Rid-
ers Snowmobile Club will 
hold a public supper at 4:30-
6:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 19, 
at West Glenburn Commu-
nity Building, 5 Phillips 
Road.

The menu will include 
baked beans, chop suey, mac-
aroni and cheese, coleslaw, 
rolls, desserts and drinks. 
Cost is $7, $20 for family. Car-
ryout is available.
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BASEBALL
ORONO — The Eastern 

Maine Baseball Umpires As-
sociation will hold a free um-
piring clinic, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., 
on Jan. 15, 2017, at University 
of Maine’s Mahaney Dome. 
The daylong clinic is for high 
school umpires, people inter-
ested in umpiring high 
school baseball or those seek-
ing training in game situa-
tions. The clinic is co-spon-
sored by the UMaine baseball 
team. For information, go to 
embua.me

ORONO — Maine Satur-
day Night Hitting Clinics for 
youth in grades 8 and under, 
4:30-6 p.m., and for high 
school players, 6-7:30 p.m., at 
University of Maine. The 
clinic is designed to help cre-
ate bat speed and better 
swing mechanics. There are 
two sessions because of 
Christmas break. Session I is 
$100 and will be held Dec. 
3-17; Session II is $150 runs 
Jan. 7-Feb. 4. Video analysis 
and an extra night of hitting 
on Tuesdays are available. 
For information, visit http://
w w w . t o t a l c a m p s . c o m /
MAINEBASEBALL or con-
tact Nick Derba at 581-1097 or 
by email at Nicholas.Derba@
maine.edu .

CHEERING
OLD TOWN — Basic 

cheerleading program, kin-

dergarten through fifth 
grade, practices 6-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
through Dec. 24, at Old Town-
Orono YMCA, 472 Stillwater 
Ave. Cost is $100. Visit http://
otoymca.org/ymca/online-
registration to register if al-
ready a member; or call 827-
9622 or stop by.

ICE HOCKEY
ORONO — The Maine Ju-

nior Black Bears youth hock-
ey organization is accepting 
Tier IV and Instructional 
registrations for the 2016-
2017 season. Visit www.
mainejrblackbears.com to 
sign up.

SKIING
ROCKPORT — The annual 

Camden Hills Ski Sale and 
Swap will be held 9 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 19, and 
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 20, at Camden Hills Re-
gional High School, Route 90. 
Drop off your used gear to 
sell 3-8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 18, 
at the high school. Then pick 
up your check or whatever 
has not sold noon-1 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 20. Ski team mem-
bers and coaches will help 
you price your equipment 
and get it logged in. You can 
pre-register your gear online 
at (ttps://sites.google.com/
site/chrhsskisale). You set 
the price for your used equip-

ment and the ski team keeps 
25 percent to help fund their 
racing season. For informa-
tion, go to http://sites.google.
com/site/chrhsskisale or 
call Richard at 542-7571.

BANGOR — Bangor Parks 
and Recreation Department 
and Sawyer Arena will offer 
Learn to Skate USA Sunday 
evenings. Participants will 
be grouped by ability and 
progress at their own pace. 
Each class is 30 minutes long 
with 60 minutes of optional 
practice time. Session 1 will 
be Sundays, Nov. 13-Dec. 18. 
Fees are $95 for Bangor resi-
dents and $100 for non-resi-
dents. Go to www.Bangor-
ParksandRec.com or call 992-
4490 for information.

SOFTBALL
ORONO — The University 

of Maine softball winter clin-
ics will be offered every Sun-
day from Jan. 22 through Feb 
26. The team will offer pitch-
ing and hitting sessions and 
all participants are invited to 
sign up for the skill session of 
their choice or both. Pitching 
sessions will be held 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., and hitting 
sessions will be held 12:45-
1:45 p.m. All participants 
have the option to do three 
weeks, four weeks, or all five 
weeks of clinics. Prices vary 
depending on the option cho-
sen. All sessions will be held 

in the Mahaney Dome on the 
University of Maine campus 
with UMaine softball staff 
and players conducting the 
programs. Ages 9 through 
high school seniors are in-
vited to attend. Players will 
be divided by age and skill 
level. Space is limited. To 
sign up for these clinics, 
please visit this link. For in-
formation, contact assistant 
softball coach Jordan Fitz-
patrick at 581-4509.

SWIMMING
PORTLAND — Natural Re-

sources Council of Maine’s 
ninth annual Polar Bear Dip 
& Dash will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 31, in Portland’s East 
End. A 5K “warm-up” run 
around Portland’s Back Cove 
trail will be held at 11 a.m., 
with registration beginning 
at 9 a.m. at the Back Cove 
parking lot across from Han-
naford. The Polar Bear Dip 
will be held at noon, with 
registration at 11 a.m. A shut-
tle will return participants to 
Back Cove parking lot after 
the dip. Prizes from local 
businesses for 5K winners by 
age class, and also for best 
costume, and top fundraisers.

OLT: Hiking through history
Trail systems of Jeremiah Colburn Natural Area and Cota land

BANGOR:
• Al-Anon meetings for rela-

tives and friends affected by 
the excessive drinking of some-
one else, Bangor area and 
throughout Maine. Meeting 
times and locations, maineafg.
org or 800-498-1944.

• Alzheimer’s Association 
Caregiver Support Groups, 
4-5:30 p.m. Nov. 30, Dec. 14 and 
28, and Jan. 11, 2017, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, 540 Essex St. 
942-7336 or kminer@nathealth-
care.com.

• Bangor Area Narcotics 
Anonymous meeting for fami-
lies and loved ones of addicts. 
6-7 p.m. Thursdays, St. Francis 
Center (old firehouse) across 
from St. Joseph emergency en-
trance, 368 Center St. Janice, 
299-8802.

• Bangor Area Parkinson’s 
Group, 2-3:30 p.m. third Sun-
days, Acadia Hospital. Room 
reserved. Open to patients and 
caregivers.

• Bangor area Crohn’s and 
Colitis Support Group, 6 p.m. 

second Thursdays, Chapman 
Conference Room, St. Joseph 
Hospital, Broadway. 

• Bereavement support for 
parents who have lost a child. 
6-7:30 p.m. third Wednesdays, 
Brookings Smith Family Cen-
ter, 163 Center St. Judy, 889-
9025.

• Celiac Sprue Support 
Group, 7 p.m. third Tuesdays 
except in August and Decem-
ber, St. Francis Center. 294 
Center St.

• Children and Adults with 
Attention Deficit Disorder, or 
CHADD, 6-7 p.m. third Tues-
day, office of Barry Rubin, Ban-
gor Family Counseling, Suite 
335, 96 Harlow St. Free. 990-
1555.

• Eastern Maine Crohn’s 
and Colitis Support Group for 
IBD patients, caregivers and 
family members, 6-7:30 p.m. 
second Thursdays, Dr. Frank 
Chapman Conference Room, 
2nd floor, St. Joseph Hospital. 
691-3132 or emccsgroup@
yahoo.com.

• Eastern Maine Medical 
Center Bereavement Support 

Group, 7-8:30 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursdays of each 
month, Cascade Room, River-
side Inn, 495 State St. Sandra 
Levesque, 973-6604.

• Food Addicts in Recovery 
Anonymous, 6:30 p.m. Mon-
days, First United Methodist 
Church, 703 Essex St. Free. 
Twelve Step recovery program 
for those suffering from food 
obsession, overeating, under-
eating and bulimia. 781-321-
9118 or 775-2132.

• National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness (NAMI) Support 
Groups for anyone affected by 
mental illness, Acadia Hospi-
tal. Information and meeting 
schedule, Jean-Ann, 949-5658, 
or Betsy, btsygrs@yahoo.com.

• Maine Kids-Kin Greater 
Bangor Support Group for 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
siblings and other family mem-
bers who are raising a rela-
tive’s child, 6 p.m. first and 
third Tuesdays, Families and 
Children Together, 304 Han-
cock St. 941-2347 or 866-298-0896.

support groups

See SUPPORT, Page W9
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OLT: Stillwater River Trail & Gould’s Landing
A priority 

of the Orono 
Land Trust  
is to protect 
areas with-
in minutes 
of people’s 
h o m e s .   
Connectivi-
ty between 
p r e s e r v e d 
spaces is 
constantly on the board’s 
agenda. This article illus-
trates how our mission for 
water access is being met. 
The Stillwater River Trail is 
a wonder as the trail is only 
possible with the permission 
of many, many private land-
owners. One private land-
owner even allows access 
across their lawn!  The pub-
lic is asked to respect all 
these landowners and stay 
on the trail. The trail is a 
joint effort of the Town of 
Orono and OLT. The trail is 
about 2 miles long one way, 
stretching from Main Street, 
Orono to close to the bridge 

on Stillwater Avenue in 
Stillwater. “Busy as a bea-
ver” is a catch phrase while 
walking this trail. The bea-
ver has felled many trees 
and beaver houses and their 
“caches” can be seen. Water 
birds are abundant and wa-
tercraft can be seen from the 
trail. Much of the trail from 
Brownie’s Park to Stillwater 
has poison ivy that walkers 
need to be aware of. Brown-
ie’s Park, named for former 
resident Carleton Brown, is 
located across from Noyes 
Avenue and a parking area 
is located off Bennoch Road 
beside the park. Canoes can 
be launched from Brownie’s 
Park and canoe races are 
currently run from this park 
in the summer and are open 
to all. It is also a popular 
swimming area. A monu-
ment to the OLT founder 
and original president, Sally 
Jacobs is positioned in 
Brownie’s Park.

The Gould’s Landing 
Trail is at the end of Essex 

Street on Pushaw Lake.  
Parking is in the nearby 
Nadeau-Savoy Park. This 
property is owned by the 
State of Maine and is being 
used for mitigation. OLT 

will own the land once the 
value for mitigation is ex-
hausted. Wetland mitiga-
tion involves protecting 
land at one site to compen-
sate for the modification or 

destruction of wetlands at 
another location. This prop-
erty has a trail which makes 
a 1 mile loop. The Maine 
Conservation Corps con-
structed an excellent board-

walk and rock path at the 
beginning of the trail. From 
the trail there are a couple 
of lookouts onto Pushaw 
Lake where loons, herons, 
marsh hawks and other 
birds can be seen. A bench 
is present for your enjoy-
ment. The forest includes 
oaks, beech, birch and 
maple and trilliums are 
abundant in the spring. 
Note the large boulder 
along the trail that has 
moss, ferns, and a variety of 
other plants growing on it. 
A hill on the trail is called 
“Pantyhose Hill” due to the 
inordinate amount of panty-
hose found in an old dump 
near that spot. This is a 
very nice quiet spot for 
walkers and birders.

Trail maps can be down-
loaded at:  www.oronolan-
dtrust.org  OLT is an All-
Volunteer Accredited orga-
nization.  Membership dues 
help OLT maintain trails.  
Please become a member 
online.

Part Three in an 
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A feature of the Gould’s Landing trail is a bench good for bird watching.

Hermon HS honor roll
Grade 12, high honors: 

Matthew Leach, Kate Lusig-
nan, Matthew Nichols, Emily 
Woodilla; honors: Andie Jo 
Babcock, Cassidy Barnes, 
Bradley Bell, Joshua Bernier, 
Meagan Berry, Natasha Call, 
Benjamin Chapman, Caleb 
Dawson-Cyr, Alex Farrar, Abi-
gail Fitts, Emi Higgins, Rachel 
Ingalls, Michael Lana, Alexis 
MacManus, Connor Magliozzi, 
Kai Mallory, Sahvannah Mi-
chaud, Brittany Morales,  Nich-
olas Murray, Zachary Nash, 
Benjamin Nichols, Emily Per-
ley, Hailey Perry, Jackson Pe-
terson, Seth Pinkham, Noah 
Pottle, Joshua Proctor, Chloe 
Raymond, Brianna Saulter, 
Emma Shaw, Elise Sides, Alys-
sa Smith, Sierra Snow, Kaeli 
Strout, Ashley Wilson.

 Grade 11, high honors: 
Emily Austin, Ashley Barker, 
Krista Crawford, Kate Fergola, 
Evan McCoy, James Petersen, 
Nicole Petersen, Lauren 
Plissey, Katelyn Walsh; hon-
ors: Alexandria Allain, Jayda 
Bailey, McKenna Baker, Jor-
dan Bishop, Miranda Kymber-
lee-Hope Boulay, Ryan 

Bowden, Eric Byers, Gabryelle 
Chasse, Kaleb Cianchette, Ash-
ley Cote, Aleah Dean, Desmen 
Drinkwater, Peter Dunphy, 
Austin Ebersole, Tyler Hawes, 
Kathryn Higgins, Andrew 
Howes, Emily Kontio, Mark 
Mailloux, Elise McKay, Doug-
las Moody, Joshua Peterson, 
Lillian Price, Madison Pullen, 
Isabel Rios-Mallett, Hannah 
Robichaud, Taylor Rouillard, 
Matthew Sforza, Tyler Smith, 
Morgan Turner, Cameron Ver-
rill, Lacey Wiles, Maddison 
Willey, Madison Willis, Kait-
lyn Windsor, Laura Zenk.

Grade 10, high honors: 
Emma Davis, Breanne Oakes, 
Emily Smith; honors: Emma 
Allmon, Jacob Bailey, Mat-
thew Bailey, Zachary Beaton, 
Logan Boden, Brooke Bowden, 
Daniel Bragg, Kyle Byram, 
Megan Chamberlain, Brooke 
Cowan, Mercedes Davis, Bri-
anna DePuy, Jessica Desjar-
dins, Autumn Doughty, Jacob 
Downs, Melanie Gagnon, Shel-
by Gamache, Eric Gibbs, Rean-
nah Glidden, Mathew Graves, 
Christopher Guzman, Abigail 
Hallett, Ashlee Harvey Smith, 

Cody Hawes, Wyatt Hendrix, 
Kent Johnson, Jr., Logan 
Keith, Jacob Lana, John Leath-
ers, Sarah Littlefield, Tayler 
Magliozzi, Olivia Nash, Dan-
yon Parsons, Connor Patten, 
Kent Raymond, Adam Rush, 
Owen Shaw, Olivia Tardie, Jil-
lian Taylor, Caitlynn Tracy, Al-
lison Treat, Jessica Walsh, 
Kayli Woodard.

Grade nine, high honors: 
Quinn Bartlett, Abigail 
Boucher, Ashley Dunphy, 
Lacey Haskell, Neily Ray-
mond, Tyler Robles, Gabriel 
Sherman; honors: Madison 
Baker, Rachael Balmas, Nich-
olas Cox, Brooke Dempsey, 
Harry Dornan, Garrett El-
dridge, Logan Farrar, Mia 
Foley, Kylie Hall, Sydney Han-
son, Benjamin Hartt, William 
Hartt, Parker Hawes, Janae 
Hewey, Zachary Leathers, 
Brandyn Matheson,  Kassan-
dra Morin-Crawford, Kaden 
Nevells, Reagan Partridge, 
Cassidy Robinson, Casey Rob-
ison, Allyson Rush, Liana 
Shaw, Evan Staples, Noelle 
Thibodeau, Isaac Varney, Wil-
low Ward, Jacob Wildes.
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Orono High School Land and adjacent trails
A gem of a property is 

owned by the Town of 
Orono, cared for by the 
Orono Land 
Trust, and 
right in the 
center of 
town. 

B e h i n d 
the Orono 
High School 
football field 
is a wooded 
p r o p e r t y 
with many 
trails and the school’s ropes 
course. The trails are mostly 
high and dry on this proper-
ty and have been greatly im-
proved by volunteers and by 
students who use the trails 
for cross country and ski-
ing. The trail system ex-
tends onto the adjacent pri-
vately owned property 

which has a conservation 
easement held by OLT as of 
December 2002. 

The town property has a 
vernal pool known as Lost 
Pond. This vernal pool com-
pletely dries out in summer 
and produces many sala-
manders and wood frogs in 
the spring. Another private 
landowner granted a conser-
vation easement to OLT in 
November 2006. This adja-
cent land also has a vernal 
pool called “The Frog Pond.” 
This pool does not usually 
dry out and produces even 
more yellow and blue spot-
ted salamanders and wood 
frogs than Lost Pond. 

In spring, the town prop-
erty has many lady slippers 
along with trillium and 
other wildflowers. A beauti-
ful beech grove is surround-

ed by oaks, birches and 
pines. Signs of deer and bear 
can be found. This area wel-
comes walkers, joggers and 
bicyclists. 

In snowy weather, The 
area is groomed for skiing 
by the Penobscot Valley Ski 
Club. Spur trails are avail-
able for snowshoers and a 
connector trail parallels I-95 
all the way to Dirigo Pines 
on Kelly Road. This pre-
served area can be accessed 
behind the Orono High 
School football field (park in 
the school parking lot). 
There are two trailheads 
there. The property can also 
be accessed off Forest Ave-
nue across from the Cota 
Land (near Shadbush Lane).

Trail maps can be down-
loaded at: www.oronolan-
dtrust.org.  OLT is an All-
Volunteer Accredited organi-
zation.  Membership dues 
help OLT maintain trails. 
Please become a member on-
line.

Part Four in an 
Occasional Series

COURTESY OF GAIL WHITE

A student trail addition on 
the OHS trails.

COURTESY OF GAIL WHITE

The Frog Pond in the fall season.

SPORTS & RECREATION

BASEBALL
BREWER — Husson Base-

ball December clinic at Slug-
gers Indoor Training facility, 
Dec. 27-28, 3-5 p.m., $75, ages 
6-18, the Husson coaching staff 
will be covering all aspects of 
hitting, fielding, throwing and 
base running.

ORONO — The Eastern 
Maine Baseball Umpires As-
sociation will hold a free um-
piring clinic, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., 
on Jan. 15, 2017, at University 
of Maine’s Mahaney Dome. 
The daylong clinic is for high 
school umpires, people inter-
ested in umpiring high 
school baseball or those seek-
ing training in game situa-
tions. The clinic is co-spon-
sored by the UMaine base-
ball team. For information, 
go to embua.me

ORONO — Maine Saturday 
Night Hitting Clinics for 
youth in grades 8 and under, 
4:30 p.m.-6 p.m., and for high 
school players, 6 p.m.-7:30 
p.m., at University of Maine. 
The clinic is designed to help 
create bat speed and better 
swing mechanics. Session II is 
$150 runs Jan. 7-Feb. 4. Video 
analysis and an extra night of 
hitting on Tuesdays are avail-
able. For information, visit 
http://www.totalcamps.com/
MAINEBASEBALL or con-
tact Nick Derba at 581-1097 or 
by email at Nicholas.Derba@
maine.edu .

GORHAM — University of 
Southern Maine Huskies 
baseball team and coaching 
staff will offer Holiday Base-
ball Clinic featuring Ryan Fla-
herty of Major League Base-
ball’s Baltimore Orioles 9 a.m.-
noon on Saturday, Dec. 31, at 
Costello Sports Complex 
Fieldhouse on USM’s Gorham 
campus, for baseball players 
in grades three-12. Clinic par-
ticipants will receive instruc-
tion in the fundamentals of 
hitting, pitching, infield and 
outfield position play from 
veteran USM head coach Ed 
Flaherty, his coaching staff 
and members the 2017 Univer-
sity of Southern Maine base-
ball team. Ryan Flaherty, who 
will be actively teaching and 
working with clinic partici-
pants, will be available to pro-
vide autographs and insight 
into what helped him reach 
the major league level. Base-
ball players should wear ap-
propriate attire, including 

sneakers, and bring their own 
playing equipment. The fee 
for the clinic is $75. For infor-
mation, contact the baseball 
office at  780-5474, or go online 
at southernmainehuskies.
com/fanZone/clinics.

BASKETBALL
BANGOR — Bangor Parks 

and Recreation Department is 
accepting registrations for its 
Youth Basketball Program, 
open to all children in grades 
2-3 and 4-6, with separate boys 
and girls leagues. Teams will 
practice one evening per week 
and play their games on Satur-
days, starting the week of Dec. 
17, with a meet and greet on 
Dec. 3. The fee is $35 for resi-
dents, $45 for nonresidents. 
Add $10 late fee after Nov. 30. 
To register go to www.Bangor-
ParksandRec.com or stop by 
the Bangor Parks and Recre-
ation Center at 647 Main St. 
Call 992-4490 with questions.

ICE HOCKEY
BANGOR — Women’s ice 

hockey Stick and Puck will 
be held 8:40 p.m.-9:40 p.m. 
Sundays, at Sawyer Arena, 
107 13th St. Players ages 15 to 
50-plus and all skill levels are 
welcome. Full equipment is 
recommended: helmet with 
cage, gloves, and stick man-
datory. Some extra equip-
ment available, so call Chris 
Henderson at 862-5506 for in-
formation.

BREWER — Brewer Youth 
Hockey is accepting registra-
tions for its 12-week Learn to 
Skate/Learn to Play Hockey 
program. Participants can 
sign up for one session or 
both. Session starts in mid-
January and will be held at 
12:40 p.m. Sundays at the Pe-
nobscot Ice arena, 90 Acme 
Road. The cost is $75. New this 
year is that all 3-year-olds 
skate for $33. For information, 
contact Kevin Nilsson at vpin-
structional@brewerhockey.
org, Kevin Audibert at pres@
brewerhockey.org or George 
Bishop at girlscoordinator@
brewerhockeyorg. Register at 
brewerhockey.org.

SIDNEY — The Maine 
Pond Hockey Classic, an an-
nual fundraising tournament 
supporting the Boys and Girls 
Clubs and YMCA of Greater 
Waterville, will be held Feb. 
10-12, 2017, at the Snow Pond 

Center for the Arts on Snow 
Pond (Messalonskee Lake) in 
Sidney. Registration opened 
Oct. 1. Interested teams must 
register prior to Jan. 10, and 
teams registering before Dec. 
1 can save $50. Each team 
plays three pool-play games 
for seeding followed by a sin-
gle-elimination tournament. 
Pond hockey is played 4-on-4 
without goalies or on-ice offi-
cials, and each team is allowed 
to have up to seven players on 
its roster. More information 
on the tournament website at 
www.mainepondhockey.org 
and on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/mainepondhockey, 
or on twitter @mainepond-
hockey.

PICKLEBALL
AUGUSTA — A-Copi Win-

ter Blast Pickleball Tourna-
ment, 9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
21, A-Copi Tennis and Sports 
Center, 23 Leighton Road. 
Courts open for practice at 
8:30 a.m. $20 first event, $10 
second event. Men’s doubles, 
women’s doubles, and mixed 
doubles divisions. Signups 
available for 2.0, 3.0 and 4.0. 
The size of each division will 
determine whether the tour-
nament is double elimina-
tion or round robin. Entry 
deadline 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 17. Sign up at www.
usapa.org/iframe/tourney/. 
Awards. Food. Contact A-Co-
pi at 213-6286 by Thursday, 
Jan. 19, to obtain order of 
play, or to ask questions of 
Dan Veilleux.

HAMPDEN — Snowflake 
Pickleball Scramblemania, 10 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, Arm-
strong Tennis Center, 60 
Mecaw Road. Warmups begin 
at 9 a.m. $15 per person. In 
scramble format, players are 
matched with partners of sim-
ilar ability and play against 
other pairings in the bracket. 
Teams score as many games 
points as possible in a fixed 
period of time for each round, 
rather than stopping at the 
usual 11 points. Register by 
signing up at the front desk of 
the tennis center, calling the 
center at 942-4836, or emailing 
tournament co-director Susan 
Starbird at bdstar@mid-
maine.com or 862-6262. Regis-
tration deadline Saturday, 
Jan. 21. Last minute cancella-
tions may be made up to 6 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 27.

SKATING
BANGOR — Bangor Parks 

and Recreation Department 
and Sawyer Arena will offer 
Learn to Skate USA on Sun-
day Evenings. Participants 
will be grouped by ability and 
progress at their own pace. 
Each class is 30 minutes long 
with 60 minutes of optional 
practice time. Fees are $95 for 
Bangor residents and $100 for 
nonresidents. Go to www.Ban-
gorParksandRec.com or call 
992-4490 for information.

BREWER — Adult Learn 
To Skate/Play Hockey, open 
to first-time skaters to novice 
level, will be held 8:30 p.m.-
10:30 p.m. Wednesdays, at Pe-
nobscot Ice Arena, 90 Acme 
Road. Division 1 and Junior A 
instructors, rental gear  avail-
able for these sessions. No reg-
istration necessary. Adult 
hockey leagues are running 
for A, B or C skill levels on 
Sunday-Wednesday evenings. 
For information, contact pe-
nobscoticearena@gmail.com 
or register for adult leagues at 
penobscoticearena.org .

SOFTBALL
BANGOR — Husson Uni-

versity Softball Coaches Clin-
ic 3:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday, 

March 18, Newman Gymnasi-
um, and is open to any level 
coach and high school softball 
players. The clinic will be an 
information session covering 
a variety of topics with live 
demos from the seven-time 
North Atlantic Conference 
Champions Husson softball 
coaching staff and current stu-
dent athletes. Each coach will 
leave with a packet of practice 
drills for hitting, pitching, and 
fielding. Topics will include 
building a philosophy for suc-
cess, practice planning, defen-
sive drills for infield and out-
field, catching, pitching and 
hitting mechanics, pitch call-
ing/scouting opponents, re-
cruiting potential student ath-
letes. Signup is $40 per coach, 
$25 per student athlete. Pre-
Register by March 14. Signup 
at the door is $45 per coach, 
and $25 per student. For infor-
mation, call 992-4928 or via 
email allenter@husson.edu.

ORONO — The University 
of Maine softball winter clin-
ics will be offered every Sun-
day from Jan. 22, 2017, 
through Feb 26, 2017. The 
team will offer pitching and 
hitting sessions and all par-
ticipants are invited to sign 
up for the skill session of 
their choice or both. Pitching 
sessions will be held 11:30 

a.m.-12:30 p.m., and hitting 
sessions will be held 12:45 
p.m.-1:45 p.m. All sessions 
will be held in the Mahaney 
Dome on the University of 
Maine campus with UMaine 
softball staff and players con-
ducting the programs. Ages 9 
through high school seniors 
are invited to attend. Players 
will be divided by age and 
skill level. Space is limited. 
To sign up for these clinics, 
please visit this link. For in-
formation, contact assistant 
softball coach Jordan Fitzpat-
rick at 581-4509.

SWIMMING
PORTLAND — Natural Re-

sources Council of Maine’s 
ninth annual Polar Bear Dip & 
Dash will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 31, in Portland’s East End. 
A 5K “warm-up” run around 
Portland’s Back Cove trail will 
be held at 11 a.m., with registra-
tion beginning at 9 a.m. at the 
Back Cove parking lot across 
from Hannaford. The Polar 
Bear Dip will be held at noon, 
with registration at 11 a.m. A 
shuttle will return participants 
to Back Cove parking lot after 
the dip. Prizes from local busi-
nesses for 5K winners by age 
class, and also for best costume, 
and top fundraisers.
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Free rabies clinic Jan. 7 
in Winterport 

WINTERPORT — The 
Waldo County Humane Soci-
ety will hold its final free ra-
bies clinic of the season 9-11 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, in the 
cafeteria of the Leroy H. Smith 
School, 319 South Main St. 

Dr. Rachel Emerson of 
Ridge Runner Veterinary Ser-
vices will administer shots. 
This will be the last free clinic 
until the fall. If your dog needs 
a rabies shot to get licensed, 
this is the time to get it done. 
Cats are welcome too.

Rabies shots are free to pet 
owners residing in Waldo 
County. Pets from other coun-
ties are welcome for a fee of $7. 
Donations will be accepted. 
Animals must be on leashes or 
in portable pet carriers. If your 
animal has had a previous ra-
bies shot, bring proof of the 
shot by providing paperwork 
or a dog tag.

In addition to the rabies 
shot, coupon discounts toward 
the cost of having pets spayed 
or neutered will be available. 
For information about the 
clinic call 852-5033. The Waldo 
County Humane Society is on 
Facebook.

Manna Ministries seeks 
donations of food items

BANGOR — Manna Min-
istries is seeking donations 
of nonperishable food items 
for its nearly bare shelves 
to help with the increased 
demand for such assistance 
in the community.

Nonperishable food 
items may be dropped off 
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-
Friday, at 100 Center St., 
and 2-5 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day, at The Brick Church. 
Call Manna at 852-5635 for 
information.
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Orono Land Trust and the Veazie lands
The Town of Veazie is 

situated on the Penobscot 
River between Bangor and 
Orono. Rich in history, the 
town has 
many green 
spaces, in-
cluding ac-
cess to most 
r ive r fr on t 
areas for 
fishing and 
p a d d l i n g , 
and con-
nects the 
V e a z i e 
Salmon Club with poten-
tial riverfront rambles 
north toward the Orono 
border. Inland, there are 
many trails with various 
forest types and meadows.

Among these assets is 
McPhetres Forest, which is 
Veazie-owned, and ac-
cessed from Veazie’s Fair-
view Cemetery along State 
Street. This land is man-
aged by the Town of Veazie, 
with volunteer contribu-
tions from the Veazie 
Lands Committee of the 
Orono Land Trust. It con-
tains a large variety of 
trees, including white oaks 
and a 100+ year old white 
pine stand. 

A public trail through 
McPhetres Forest forms a 
loop with the privately-
owned Manter Wood Con-
servation Easement. Mant-
er Wood is protected under 
trail and conservation 
easements by the Orono 
Land Trust. Margaret C. 
Manter granted the conser-
vation easement of 8.4 
acres, along with trail 
easement, to OLT in 2006. 
Foot traffic is limited to 
designated trails during 
daylight hours. The Mant-
er Trailhead is located on 
Route 2, across from Arbor 
Drive. This short trail 
through mostly pine forest 
highlights the Manter 
Pine, arguably the largest 
tree in Veazie with more 
than a 16-ft. circumference.

The loop trail continues 
into the newly-acquired 
Davis Forest, conveyed just 
this year by Davis Family 
LLC. This new area fits 
well as a puzzle-piece in the 
Veazie trails, and now al-
lows hiking from State 
Street through to Davis 
Drive, off Chase Road. A 
recent trail work day 
brought OLT members, 
UMaine college students 

and neighbors together to 
improve the pathways. The 
day highlights how volun-
teers do so much to care for 
and protect our green spac-

es, for recreation and for 
wildlife conservation.

The 64-acre Buck Hill 
Conservation Area is 
owned and managed by the 

Town of Veazie, with vol-
unteer assistance from the 
Veazie Lands Committee. 
Access is through Mutton 
Lane, off State Street, by 

the Stone Sparrow Cafe. At 
BHCA, the Maine Chapter 
of The American Chestnut 
Foundation started a small 
orchard of chestnut trees 
in spring of 2005. TACF ar-
tificially subjected these 
trees to the blight fungus 
in 2015 and removed the 
least resistant. The re-
maining trees are provid-
ing seed for TACF’s large 
seed orchards in central 
Maine and are key to pro-
ducing Maine’s first poten-
tially first blight resistant 
American chestnuts in 
more than a century!  The 
Buck Hill property has a 
variety of habitat types, in-
cluding several open fields 
and streams.

Trail maps can be down-
loaded at: www.oronolan-
dtrust.org.  OLT is an All-
Volunteer Accredited orga-
nization.  Membership 
dues help OLT maintain 
trails. Please become a 
member online. $10 of 
Veazie memberships go to-
ward OLT operating ex-
penses with the rest to the 
Veazie account for Veazie 
projects. Donations made 
online go 100% directly to 
conservation efforts.

Part Five in an 
Occasional Series

CONTRIBUTED BY DAVE WARDROP

Veazie resident Emma Wardrop at an old white oak in the McPhetres Forest in 2012.

Maine Public is searching 
for 2017 AT Hiker team

BANGOR — Maine Public 
announces the start of a 
search for two individuals 
planning to hike the Appala-
chian Trail together from 
Georgia to Maine in 2017. 
The project is called Here to 
There and Back. Selection 
criteria will be based largely 
on how applicants can lever-
age their hiking experience 
to improve or contribute in 
some way to the greater 
Maine community.

While officially on their 
own, the selected team will 
be provided with gear and 
resources from a slew of 
partners including Garmin 
to help defray the costs of 
their experience. The select-
ed team will report on their 
experiences and, in small 
part, how the Maine Public 
App allows them to remain 
connected to Maine and the 

world. At the conclusion of 
their journey, they will par-
ticipate in a Maine Calling 
radio show discussing their 
AT experience.

“When we launched our 
Maine Public App we decid-
ed to put the App to the test 
and challenge its capabili-
ties on a true adventure. Im-
mediately we thought of the 
AT!” stated Cory Morrissey, 
Maine Public’s marketing 
lead. “We are really excited 
to hear from hikers and how 
they might use their hiking 
experience and this opportu-
nity top enrich Maine in 
some creative way!”.”

The sponsor of “Here to 
There and Back,” Goodwin 
Motor Group and their 
Land Rover lineup, will 
help in the selection of the 
winning team. The due 
date for submission is 

Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2017. 
More information is avail-
able on mainepublic.org.

Maine Public is Maine’s 
premier, independent 
media resource, dedicated 
to creating exceptional op-
portunities for the commu-
nities it serves to engage 
with critical issues, com-
pelling stories and quality 
entertainment. Maine Pub-
lic is renowned for creating 
award-winning programs, 
as well as airing content 
from PBS, NPR, and other 
independent producers. 
Formed in 1992, Maine Pub-
lic is an independently 
owned and operated non-
profit organization with of-
fice and studio locations in 
Bangor, Lewiston, and 
Portland, Maine. For more 
information, visit maine-
public.org.

MLK Jr. Day Workshops 
at Discovery Museum

BANGOR — Dozens of 
people will gather for the 
Youth and Nonviolence 
Workshops to be held 1-4 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 16, at 
Maine Discovery Museum, 
74 Main St.

These youth-led sessions 
are to be held in honor and 
celebration of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and his vision 
for nonviolent social action. 
There will be something for 
youth of all ages and the 
workshops will offer young 
people tools to think criti-
cally about and take a stand 
against violence in society.

There will be multi-age 
sessions on youth peer sup-
port, healthy relationships 
and responding to dating and 
sexual violence, responding 
to racial, ethnic, and LGBTQ 
violence, climate justice and 
anti-militarism, youth and 
homelessness. 

There will be an activi-
ties room for the younger 
attendees hosted by stu-
dents from local high 
schools.

Peace and Justice Center 
staff, volunteers, and youth 
leaders involved in numer-
ous community organiza-
tions have come together to 
coordinate this event. Co-
sponsors include: All Our 
Relations Thriving, Bangor 
High School Women’s Inter-
est Group, Bangor Racial & 
Economic Justice Coali-
tion, Health Equity Alli-
ance, Maine Discovery Mu-
seum, Maine Students for 
Climate Justice, Pax Christi 
Maine, Peace & Justice Cen-
ter of Eastern Maine, Pe-
nobscot Job Corps, Pine 
Tree Youth Organizing, 
Rape Response Services, 
Resources for Organizing & 
Social Change, Spruce Run-
Womancare Alliance, & 
Youth MOVE Maine.

For information, call: Karen 
Marysdaughter at the Peace 

and Justice Center of Eastern 
Maine at 942-9343 or email at 
ompeacectr@gmail.com.

Winter Art Camp at 
UMaine Museum of Art

BANGOR — Give your 
kids a February break they 
will love! Children will enjoy 
gallery games, art projects, 
and a Friday art show and 
reception for family and 
friends! All materials are 
provided, but please bring a 
snack. Space is limited, so 
register today! Dates are: 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Mon-
day - Friday, Feb. 20 - 24.

Tuition is $110 Museum of 
Art members, $125 for non-
members (2-5 grade, specifi-
cally). $100 Early Bird Special 
(Must pay by Jan. 16). Contact 
Education Coordinator Kat 
Johnson for more informa-
tion or to sign up. 561 - 3360 or 
kat.johnson@umit.maine.
edu. University of Maine Mu-
seum of Art, 40 Harlow St. 
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PHOTO BY JERRY LONGCORE

Jen Lund leads a class at the Orono Bog Boardwalk last 
year. The area is part of the Caribou Bog Corridor 
Project, an 18,000-acre focus area extending from 
Essex Street in Bangor along the eastern shore of 
Pushaw Lake to the inlet of Pushaw Lake in Hudson.

Orono Land Trust: The Corridor Project
This is the final piece of 

an eight-part series of arti-
cles about lands stewarded 
by the Orono Land Trust.  
Fifteen years ago, folks from 
the Bangor and Orono Land 
Trusts gathered to discuss 
the possibil-
ity of devel-
oping a 
l a n d s c a p e 
scale con-
s e r v a t i o n 
initiative in 
the Bangor 
area.  What 
evolved was 
the Penjaja-
woc Marsh - 
Caribou Bog Corridor Proj-
ect, an 18,000-acre focus area 
extending from Essex Street 
in Bangor along the eastern 
shore of Pushaw Lake to the 
inlet of Pushaw Lake in 
Hudson.  The Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife’s “Beginning 
with Habitat” program was 
the impetus for selecting 
this area as it contained nu-
merous ecological features 
of state significance.  In ad-
dition, we were interested in 
an area large enough to ac-
commodate the movement 
of large mammals and an 
area within which plants 
and animals could adapt in 
response to the potential ef-

fects of climate change.
The two most significant 

ecological features in the Cor-
ridor are Penjajawoc Marsh, 
arguably the most important 
freshwater marsh for wading 
birds and waterfowl in Maine, 
and the Caribou Bog, the 
third most significant domed 
peatland in the state.  Distrib-
uted throughout the area are 
streams, ponds, lakes, 
swamps, vernal pools, beaver 
flowages, as well as hardwood 
and softwood forests, some 
under active management, 
others left to develop into old 
growth. Throughout the area, 
residence homes and small 
developments exist, but about 
8,500 acres are conserved in 
one form or another.

Many partners are in-
volved in this endeavor, 
ranging from several mu-
nicipalities including Ban-
gor, Orono, Old Town, 
Alton, and Hudson, to the 
University of Maine, 
MDIFW, the two land trusts, 
and Hirundo Wildlife Ref-
uge.  Initial funding for the 
project came from the Land 
for Maine’s Future program.  
Additional support was pro-
vided by the partners as well 
as grants from the Maine 
Community Foundation, the 
Maine Outdoor Heritage 
Program, The Maine Natu-
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ral Resources Conservation 
Program,  Maine Audubon, 
The Nature Conservancy, 
and the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act.

In the southern and cen-
tral portions of the Corridor, 
the old Veazie Railroad bed is 
a thread connecting numer-
ous protected parcels be-
tween Bangor to Old Town. 
The RR bed provides access 
to more than 50 miles of con-
necting trail systems, but 

care should be taken, as some 
of the RR bed is privately 
owned and not open to the 
public. The Bangor Land 
Trust has conserved numer-
ous parcels in the southern 
portion of the Corridor, while 
the city of Bangor manages 
Essex Woods and the Roland 
Perry Bangor City Forest. 
The University of Maine 
maintains the Orono Bog, 
Smith Farm, and the large 
Perch Pond Woodlot north of 

Poplar Street in Old Town. 
The Town of Orono provides 
access to the Caribou Bog 
Conservation Area and man-
ages land around its landfill. 
The Caribou Bog Wildlife 
Management Area, adminis-
tered by MDIFW, encompass-
es more than 2,000 acres 
north of the Taylor Road in 
Orono and east of Kirkland 
Road in Old Town. The OLT 
maintains several properties 
abutting the RR bed, while 
HWR, with their 2,100 acres, 
anchors the northern part of 
the Corridor along Rte. 43 
and abutting Pushaw Stream.

All of these areas are open 
to the public for recreation, 
although one should check 
web sites of the two land 
trusts or the municipalities 
involved for any restrictions.  
In most cases, hiking, biking, 
cross-country skiing, and 
hunting are permitted.  The 
Penobscot Valley Ski Club 
grooms the trails in Orono at 
the CBCA where as many as 
60 skiers can be found on a 
nice day.  Local biking groups 
have worked with landown-
ers to provide trails ranging 
from beginner level skills to 
expert.  The Bangor Forest, 
CBCA, and the Perch Pond 
Woodlot are excellent biking 
areas and canoeing is high-
lighted at HWR.  

Environmental educa-
tion is an important objec-
tive of several of the part-
ners.  The Bangor Land 
Trust conducts nature 
walks and indoor programs 
throughout the year. More 
than 30,000 visitors a year 
flock to the one-mile long 
Orono Bog Boardwalk with 
its excellent dioramic dis-
plays of a Maine peatland.  
Hirundo offers environmen-
tal programs, has several 
self-guided interpretive 
trails, and, this year, will 
open a new “Trail of the 
Senses” for the physically 
and visually handicapped.

The Corridor is truly of 
state significance; where 
other Maine towns have a 
state park nearby, we have 
our Corridor!  Whether it is 
for recreation, education, or 
just some peace and quiet, 
come out and enjoy this 
wonderful resource.  And, 
please consider supporting 
the great organizations ded-
icated to providing these 
quality experiences.

Trail maps can be down-
loaded at: www.oronolan-
dtrust.org.  OLT is an All-
Volunteer Accredited organi-
zation.  Membership dues 
help OLT maintain trails. 
Please become a member on-
line.
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