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The Orono Land Trust Annual Meeting this year is 
being held at 6pm, Friday, May 19 at the Keith 

Anderson Building on Bennoch Road, Orono. We are 
very pleased to announce that our keynote speaker will 
be Gabriel Frey. 

His biography states "...Gabriel 
is a Passamaquoddy basket 

maker; his family has been making 
traditional Black Ash baskets for generations. He 
specializes in utility basket such as pack baskets, 
market baskets, and purses. His artistic process includes 
locating and harvesting basket quality Black Ash trees 
from the woods, processing Black Ash logs, and weaving 
Black Ash materials into basket forms... This reflects 
interconnectedness and reciprocity between people, 

their natural world, family, and all beings."

The Black Ash (also called Brown Ash) is endangered 
by the Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive insect recently 

found in Penobscot County. We all can find common 
cause in this important issue that relates to the forests 
and culture of this region, called the Dawnland by the 
Wabanaki people. Let's gather to celebrate the Ash 
tree, so important to Wabanaki culture, and hear this 
artist's perspective on our native forests. There will be 
demonstrations of the craft, and time for questions. 

The meeting will also offer a recap of the many OLT 
projects from the last year, plus announcements and 

news from the field. Refreshments will be served. This 
program is open to the public. See you there!

Annual Meeting: Welcome artist Gabriel Frey

Sunday Funday at Caribou Bog Conservation Area

On February 23rd, the Orono Economic Development Corporation (OEDC), 
the Penobscot Valley Ski Club (PVSC) and the Orono Land Trust (OLT) worked 

together to have a fun winter outing and to celebrate the opening of the Caribou 
Bog Outdoor Center (CBOC).  The pond in front of the Outdoor Center, Taylor Pond, 
was cleared off for skating.  Dan Baumert's firepit was set aflame and people 
gathered around.  The trails were groomed for skiers and snowshoers had trails to 
use.  OLT gave two guided snowshoe walks.  Kenny Fergusson and Jim Ferrante, both 
foresters, led a group up Newman Hill.  Bucky Owen led a group across the bog.  
Orono Brewing Company (OBC) made a Sunday Funday IPA and some proceeds from 
the sale will go to the Outdoor Center.  (There was a nice gathering at OBC afterwards, 
good food and beer! Thank you, OBC!) The weather was not perfect, but people came 
out and all seemed to have a wonderful time!  Thanks to all the volunteers who 
made this special event happen.

See Page 3 for 
more details

Text and Photo by Gail White
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From Boardmember Gail White: On March 
24, Gabriel Frey led Dave Thompson, Kenny 
Fergusson, Gail White and Judy Walker to a Black 
(aka Brown) Ash Stand in the Jeremiah Colburn Natural 
Area.  The Wabinaki use Black Ash trees in their basket 
making. Black Ash stands are not extremely common. 
The Black Ash have a cork-like bark, which allows the 
tree to grow fast. The female trees show the seeds in 
a frill like look.  There is usually one female ash tree 
to several male ash. The Black Ash need a very special 
habitat.  The Wabinaki would like Town of Orono and 
OLT permission to manage these trees and put up 
purple boxes to catch Emerald Ash Borers (EAB), which 
are currently found as far north as Augusta.  They hope 
to manage the stand to encourage the trees growth. Photo by Gail White

And speaking of volunteers... : Boardmember Jenn Dann 
says: "Throughout the year, we could use volunteers as an 
extra set of eyes on trails noting both concerns and positives 
- especially the less heavily-used trails. Unauthorized use, 
drainage problems, boundary issues, wildlife, hazard trees/
branches, trash, etc., etc.  They could provide a simple report 
back to the primary steward with any issues.  I've started that 
informally at Piney Knoll with a couple of students, and it's a 
big help. Contact info@oronolandtrust.org.

OLT runs on volunteers. Thank you to all who groom 
trails, lead programs, haul gravel, carve signs, trim 
brush, handle office work...! All ages, 35+ years, four 
seasons, we thank you!

From Boardmember Charlie Todd: "This may 
not be relevant or desirable but here’s a photo 
of a mountain of porcupine poop at the well-
signed tree at the Colburn Natural Area." 

Photo by Charlie Todd

Photo by Gail White
Peter Buzzini extending the clearing of the pond after Bucky Owen, Dave 
Pickering and Gail White shoveled.

Veazie members: OLT is looking for a steward 
for Veazie's Manter Wood. Stewardship consists 
of keeping note of trail conditions, easy brush 
removal for trail access, and a once yearly report 
of conditions. Email linswak@gmail.com for 
info. Thanks!
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Orono Land Trust 36th Annual Meeting

Friday, May 19
6 p.m. Refreshments and table displays

6:30 p.m. President Adam Toothaker, welcome, OLT 
updates and announcements

6:45 p.m. Keynote program:  Passamoquoddy  
artist and author Gabriel Frey: Art and culture of 
Black Ash Tree

"Gabriel Frey is a Passamaquoddy basket maker; his 
family has been making traditional Black Ash baskets for 
generations. He specializes in utility baskets such as pack 
baskets, market baskets, and purses. He weaves each basket 
solely with Black Ash and handcrafts leather features such as 
straps, lids, and liners for each basket.

His artistic process includes locating and harvesting basket 
quality Black Ash trees from the woods, processing Black Ash 
logs, and weaving Black Ash materials into basket forms. 
Each piece has an element of carving. He carves the hoops, 
rims, handle, and wooden pins to fasten leather straps. His 
basket making tools, such as basket molds, gauges, splitters, 
and shave horse are adaptations of traditional designs. 
Maintaining the traditional knowledge of Wabanaki basket 
makers is an important aspect of his artistic process.

His art is an expression of his worldview. He finds inspiration 
in the natural world and the transformation of a living 
tree into a functional basket. His baskets are a connection 
to his past, present, and future, interwoven to create 
functional pieces of art. Culture, family traditions, personal 
experiences, and hopes for the future are embodied within 
these baskets. He learned the cultural tradition of basket 
making from his grandfather. Creating functional Wabanaki 
baskets is a platform to connect people to place. This reflects 
interconnectedness and reciprocity between people, their 
natural world, family, and all beings."

Questions, comments, and our thanks.

Adjourn 

Immediately after: Short OLT Board meeting: Vote on 
Board member changes, etc. 

Photo by Gail White
Female Black Ash tree in winter.
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OLT Membership List as of March 2023
Annual Members

Joe & Joanne Alex
Janet Allogio
Oral & Heather Applegate
Molly MacLean & Eisso Atzema
Jacob Baker
Cheryl Robertson & John Banks
Grace Bartlett
*Gretchen and Bob Bass
*Daniel Baumert
Robert Bayer
Warren Black
Jack & Cindy Blease
Erik Blomberg
Stanley Borodko
Guillaume Bourdin
Conor Broughan
Pat Burnes
Stephanie Burnett
John Burch
Todd & Denise Burpee
Sandra Butler
Polly Camp
Drs. Adrienne & David Carmack
*Lynn Caron
Jennifer Carroll
Cody Carter
Gail & Devon Carter
Hannah Carter
*Ed Brazee & Connie Carter
Jon Hawley & Cami Carter
Lisa Cassidy
Polly & Bill Ceckler
John Chiaramitaro
Beth White & Margaret Clancy
John Clark
Jason Clarke
Chandler & Jim Clarke
Jesica Cleary-Reuning
Ben Collette
Linda Basilicato & Clayton Cole
Josh Cottrell
Todd & Kate Crane

Carol Cuddy
Beth Cuddy & Harry Cunningham
William A. Cunningham
Rose Marie Curtis
Merrill Milham & Ann Davidoff
Kristie Dechesne
Ruth Dennis
Anthony Diba
Alan Dickey
Christina Diebold
Amy DiFrancesco
Jessica Doherty
Sandra McQuilkin & Paul Doucette
Larry Drake
Beth & Tom Drummond
Gerald & Donna Dwyer
Mary Ann & Rick Eason
Carolyn & George Eaton
Madeline Eberly
Ramona & Kelly Edwards
Max J & Stefanie Egenhofer
Patricia Lynn Eldershaw
Susan Elias
Shirley Ellis
Sandy Ervin
Bryn Evans
Charlene Fearnley
Sandra Feher
Lisa Feldman
Sharon & John Fitzgerald
Irja Frank
Stella Frank
Kathy Lyons & David Frankel
Brian Frederick
Brian Galipeau
Sadvi Ganesh
Harrison Goldspiel
Alan Gray
Marion & Mac Gray
John & Carol Gregory
Edward Grew
David R. Griffin

John & Ginny Hackney
Nils Haentjens
Terry & Frances Haines
Ben Hale
Fiona Sorensen Hamilton
Kenneth & Cathy Hanscom
Jessica Dumont & Ryan Hanscom
Greg Harkay
Karen Hartman
Amber Roth & Dan Haskell
Lynn Hempen
Barbara Hildreth
Mary Anne Hillery
Janet Horsager
Erin Howell
*Leslie Hudson
Patty Huntley
Christopher Hutchens
Jeffrey Jeter
Laurie Carpenter & Doug Johnson
Sandra Johnson
Elliot Johnston
Nancy Jacobson & Jeffrey Jones
Harvey & Patricia Kail
Alex Kates
John M. Kelly
Alice & Joe Kelley
Fran & Robert J. Kelly
*Mary Kay & David Kenney
Laurie Hicks & Roger King
George Knightly
Rissa Moore & Linda Koehler
Steve & Mary Lammert
Eric & Janette Landis
Eric Peterson & Kristin Langellier
*Nancy & Al Larson
Belinda & Claustin Lawrence
*Anne Lichtenwalner
Karen Littlefield
Julian Wiggins & Kate Locke
Nick Ludwig
Margaret Lukens

(*Indicates Legacy Member)
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Stephanie & Greg Lull
Elizabeth Lymen
Farahad Dastoor & Jean MacRae
Jonathan Malacarne
Bruce & Terry Malmer
Dorathy Martel
Richard & Laura May
Ben McAlexander
Irene von Hoffmann & John McCormack
Cathy Anderson & Steve McKay
Ed Meadows
*Eric & Cindy Mehnert
Robin & Roger Merchant
Debra Merrill
Maraina Miles
Laura Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Mitchell
Donald & Paula Moore
Sylvia & Jack Moose
Heidi Crahen & Erin Murphy
Noah Nesin
Greg Netland
P. Scott Nichols
Todd & Laurie O'Brien
Brian Olsen
Shawn Owens
Christine Payne
Richard Brucher & Elizabeth Payne
Tim Pearson
Dawn Pelletier
Bill & Gwethalyn Phillips
Marisue & John Pickering

Kim Miller & Paula Pietrowski
Susan Pinette
Linda E. Pletka
Sarah, Taylor, & Grayson Ploch
Annie & Matt Powers
Geoff Gratwick & Lucy Quimby
Tim Waring & Katie Quirk
Brian Rahill
Joseph Reed
Christopher Reidy
Hetty Richardson
Gavin Robinson
Jim Rose
Jim & Gillian Rose
Roderick & Karen Rublee
Deanna Prince & Phil Ruck
Margaret Ryan
Belle Ryder
James Jackson Sanborn
Mary Jo & David Sanger
Mara Scallon
Alex Scearce
David & Rose Scheidt 
Paul & Mary Hough Schroeder
John Schuster
Lindsay Seward
Martha Sheppard
Marek Skacel
Don & Nancy Smith
Marshall & Kesa Smith
Ronald & Adele St. Pierre
Amy Stabins

Milton Stein
Christine Stevens
Jeff & Brenda Stevenson
Jennifer Story
Elizabeth Stretch
Dick & Barbara Sturgeon
Phillip Sullins
*Ken Croatman & Linda Swackhamer
Emily Taylor
Jon Thompson
*Karin Tilberg & Ben Emery
Mike Tipping
Charles Todd
*Adam & Joanna Toothaker
Claudia Torres
David Flewelling & Gail Tunstead
Deborah Twombly
Patricia Vadas
Norman Van Valkenburgh
Marc Veilleux
Judy & Bill Walker
*Jake Ward
Tom & Jane Warren
Mark Haggerty & Stephanie Welcomer
Jason White
Barbara Wicks
Scott Wilkerson
Eve Wolinsky
Marian & Clair Wood
Katrina Wynn
Nancy Leavitt & David Yarborough
Peter Yezukevich

Life Members (*Indicates Legacy Member)

Janet & John Alexander
Katherine Carter & Dave Baxter
Emmanuel Boss
*Melissa Burch & Jim Bulteel
Woody Carville
Lea & Tom Cassidy
Dan & Dina Cassidy
Becky & David Chase
Sarah & William Clark
David Clement
*Chris Apblett & Jennifer Dann

Ron & Lee Davis
Mary Louis Kurr Davitt
Mary Cathcart & Jim Dearman
Chris Dorion
*David & Victoria Erker
Jeff & Janice Graham
Nancy & Charles Grant
Susan & Michael Greenwood
Conrad & Fran Griffin
Michael & Valerie Griffin
Brent S. Halsey

Nancy & Tom Harrigan
Justin R. Harlan & Sarah M. Haughey
*James & Patricia Hinds
Ray Hintz
*Karen Boucias & George Jacobson
Olivier Putzeys & Pauline Kamath
Steve Keleti
George Kurr
Thela & Roger Leach
Valerie & David Levy
*Meg & Ron Logan

(con't on page 7)
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Nature Clip  
by J.R. Longcore

The Future is Not What it Used to Be

This prescient 
comment by David 

Trauger, a former 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service colleague 
and Laboratory 
Director, was uttered 
when our agency was 
being merged into 
the newly named 
National Biological 
Survey (NBS). The 
NBS did not survive, 
and neither will our 
own future survive 
if the assessment 
of Ben Rawlence—
author of The Treeline 
The Last Forest and 
the Future of Life on 
Earth—is correct. 

The temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere is rapidly 
approaching the two degrees Celsius tipping point after 
which catastrophic environmental effects are inevitable. 
Climate change models have correctly predicted the 
current erratic and extreme weather events in CA, FL, 
MS, and elsewhere in the country. Rawlence concluded 
that “Before the end of the twenty-first century there 
will be a wave of extinctions, trees will leap north, 
steppes will expand, the tundra will disappear along 
with the Arctic sea ice, the oceans will be reconfigured 
and cities will flood.” 

The author reached these conclusions by visiting 
all regions containing the boreal forest, which 

essentially is the forested habitats of the Arctic treeline 
that encircles about three-fourths of the Arctic Ocean. 
Rawlence focuses on the history and role of specific 
tree species in the regions visited. For example, Scots 

pine (Pinus sylvestris) (Fig. 1 & 2), the most widely 
distributed pine in the world, which ranges from 
Scotland, Scandinavia (excluding Denmark), northern 
Europe, northern Asia, and almost to the Pacific Ocean 
and above the Arctic Circle, is a primary focus. White 
and black spruce (Picea glauca, P. mariana) in Alaska, 
and balsam poplar (Populus balsamifera) in Canada, 
among others, also are featured. Rawlence argues that 
this boreal forest treeline is more than the sum of its 
parts and each tree species contributes uniquely to 
the history, diversity, and stability of its niche in the 
treeline. 

The brutal reality and challenge of the warming 
climate according to Rawlence is to “Adapt, move, or 

die.” His in-depth discussion of how trees and related 
biological organisms could or must respond to survive 
are fascinating while sobering because they apply to 
humans as well. When Dave (The Elder) Thompson 
loaned me a copy of the book he commented “Read it 
and cry”. He was right about that.

J.R. Longcore

Photos by J.R. Longcore
Fig. 1. Scots Pine, note characteristic 

Fig.2. Scots Pine, two needles, new cones, and old opened cones.
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$1000+ Eagle 
Membership 
Cynthia Mehnert, 
     Rudman & Winchell 
Black Bear Brewery
Penobscot Valley Ski Club
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

$500+ Loon
Membership 
Joseph Reinzo,  
      Excavating and Recycling
Vistra Energy, Veazie
 

$250+ Cardinal 
Membership 
Bangor Savings Bank
Hannafords Supermarkets
Ampersand, Orono
ND Paper

$100+ Chickadee
Membership 
Alpenglow Outdoor 
   Adventures
Rose Bicycle 
Castine Kayak Adventures
Orono-Old Town Kiwanis

2023 Business Members
Contact info@oronolandtrust.org if you would like to join this program.

Thank you!

*Joyce & Jerry Longcore
Leigh A. Smith & Gretchen Luxenberg
Nancy MacKnight
John Manter
Shane Martin
John & Leigh McCarthy
Hank & Mary Metcalf
*Emily Wesson & Peter Millard
Jane & Robert Miller
Caroline Morris
Janet & Paul Murphy
Desiree & Edwin Nagy
*Stephen & Natalie Norton

Sue Erich & Stom Ohno
*Kathryn Olmstead
Michael Opitz
*Sue & Bucky Owen
Jeff & Susannah Owen
Bryan & Deta Pearce
Connie & Tom Perry
Nancy & Glenn Rampe
Pernille & David Renado
*Judith Rhymer
Kris & Steven Sader
Kathy & Gary Schilmoeller
*David Sewall

*Jessica Leahy & Bob Seymour
*Kay & Dick Storch
*David & Patricia Thompson
*Sharon & Paul Tisher
Christa Schwintzer & John Tjepkema
David Koffman & Michelle Toder
*Trudy Tremblay
Travis Baker & Holly Twining
Donna & Leith Wadleigh
Tim & Debbie White
*Gail & James White
Jean Woodard
Jane Zenk

Life Members ( con't from page 5) (*Indicates Legacy Member)

Thank you for your support!

Photos by Ron Logan
Tough sledding at Heron Pond! Ron Logan (at left) and Bucky Owen (at right)  install Wood Duck boxes recently for the 
season ahead.



DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

Board of Directors
John Banks, Lands

Dan Baumert
Tom Cassidy

Jennifer Dann, Treasurer
David Erker

Ken Fergusson
Ben Hale, Vice President

Karl Kreutz
Jerry Longcore, Bog Boardwalk

Bucky Owen
Sue Owen, Office & Records

Chris Reidy
Linda Swackhamer, Newsletter

David Thompson, Trails
Pat Thompson
Charlie Todd

Adam Toothaker, President
Judy Walker, Outreach

Gail White, Stewardship
Tim White, Secretary/Tech

Calendar
• Next Board meetings: Weds., May 10, 6:30pm
• Annual membership Meeting, Fri., May 19, 6pm. 

Please check for membership expiration date on your address label above.
Orono Land Trust Membership Application / www.oronolandtrust.org

Name: _______________________________________  Preferred email: _____________________________

Address: _________________________________________   Preferred phone: _________________________

_____ $10 Student Membership
_____ $25 Individual Membership
_____ $50 Family Membership
_____ $100- $999 Supporting Membership
_____ $1000 Life Membership

 I’d like to make an additional donation to help protect green space in Orono.  $_______
 Please send my newsletter by: email only _____ US Postal Mail ______

Business Memberships
_____ $100+ Chickadee Membership
_____ $250+ Cardinal Membership
_____ $500+ Loon Membership
_____ $1000+ Eagle Membership

Donation only 
____________________
for __________________

Orono Land Trust
PO Box 4,

Orono, Maine 04473

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED

Visit us on 
Facebook!

Membership renewal dates are printed next to your address 
on mailed print versions of this newsletter. Electronic 
versions of the newsletter do not contain your info. To renew 
your membership, contact our website oronolandtrust.org. 
Thanks!

Please Note: This newsletter is distributed in 2 versions: A printed, black 
& white, US Postal-delivered format and an digital, all-color, PDF-emailed 
format. We are proud to showcase color photos of OLT activities, and currently, 
that is best seen by requesting the paperless, digital version. If you would 
like to switch, please notify linswak@gmail.com.


